Newsletter

By: Meika Log, Director of Women’s Studies, Director of Upstate
Institute, and Professor of Sociology &Anthropology and WMST

The 2011-12 year is off to a great start in Women"s
Studies. Our Center is bustling with life. Nobody can believe the
crowds we are getting for our Brown Bag series, visiting speakers
have been fantastic, and our academic program continues to be
strong. Our interdisciplinary courses this semester range from
Women's Rights in U.S. History; to Gender, Sexuality and the
Law; to Gender and Language; as well as courses on women and
Islam and women and education. As always, Letta Palmer helps
us to stay on top of everything.
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The Brown Bag Series: New Directions
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By: Xavia Publius '13

The Brown Bag series is a Center staple, but this semester it has
undergone many interesting adaptations from previous years. For a few years,
there has been a trend towards more collaboration with other departments and
organizations, evident yet again in this semester's great diversity of topics.
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Reflections from the Santa Fe Study Group

By: Kelsey Gibb "13 and Emily Drewel '13
This semester, a group of eleven students traveled to Santa Fe, NM to take part in Colgate's Native Ameri-
can Studies Off-Campus Study program. This was truly an interdisciplinary program. All of the students involved
came from different majors. The program was also comprised of various fields of study such as, archaeology, litera-
ture, history, and contemporary issues. Our internship placements in various organizations within the Native Ameri-
can community were an extremely important aspect of our program. Some students were placed at the Santa Fe In-
dian School, where they assisted in Native American education as student teachers to middle and high school stu-
dents. Other members of our program were able to work at Tesuque
Pueblo in Head Start, as well as on a traditional sustainable farm. The rest
of the students worked at Cochiti Pueblo in the senior citizen center, the
environmental department, the administrative offices, and the language
nest, which is a day care center dedicated to immersing children in their
traditional language in order to preserve this part of their culture. Some of
our most meaningful learning has come from our extensive traveling
through the Southwest. From the 1000-year-old pueblos of Chaco Canyon
to the cliff dwellings of Mesa Verde, being able to actually experience the
subject material has enriched our learning immeasurably. We have read a
range of Native writers, many of them being women. These poems and
narratives have illuminated the role of women in different Native American
societies, especially considering that a number of the pueblos in this region,
like the Hopi, are matrilineal and matrilocal. This study group has opened
our eyes to the historical experiences of a minority group whose existence
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Allegorical Athena

Submissions are being collected for the Allegorical Athena, a
gender-oriented magazine edited and produced by the Cen-
ter for Women's Studies at Colgate. Submit anything related
to gender issues: drawings, articles, poetry, photography,
and more. Suggested topics include (but are not limited to):
beauty perceptions, the media, sexuality, sexism, and rela-
tionships.

For more information or to submit works, please contact
the Program Assistant, Kimmie Garner, at kgarner
@colgate.edu or Publications Intern, Xavia Publius at
pweaver@colgate.edu.
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Are you interested in being a
part of the Core group that brings the
Vagina Monologues to Colgate University
every spring?
Are you interested in being a part of
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