
http://feministstudies.ucsc.edu/faculty/singleton.php?singleton=true&cruz_id=bettinaf
http://feministstudies.ucsc.edu/faculty/singleton.php?singleton=true&cruz_id=bettinaf
http://www.jaclynfriedman.com/
http://www.salomonssonagency.se/php/author.php?lang=en&authid=13
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JdGMAVUnmMk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JdGMAVUnmMk
https://www.facebook.com/colgatecenterforwomensstudies
http://colgatefeminism.blogspot.com/
http://www.colgate.edu/academics/departments/womensstudies/resources
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The Bustling Brown Bag Series 

By: Xavia Publius ’13 

 This semester, the Brown Bag Series, the Centerõs signature 
awareness raising and community building lunch forum, experienced two 
important changes: Thursday brown bags and greater student participation on 
panels.  The average brown bag attendance was 72, and we learned from 
evaluations that the majority of our participants identify more as feminists as 
a result of attending.  In addition to Tuesday brown bags, there was a large 
supplement of Thursday brown bags.  The focus of Thursdayõs brown bags 
was more on presentations of research or on continuing conversations from 
other events, whereas the Tuesday brown bags were more topical.  Another 
shift was that there was a much more student and panel-based dynamic in this 

semesterõs brown bags, which lends well to discussion and can, in some ways, be more relevant to studentsõ 
lives.  All of the brown bags are, of course, intriguing and full of insight, and have stimulated far-reaching and 
important conversations on this campus.  Hereõs to another semester of good conversation and free food! 

Exploring Environmental Racism in the Wake of MLK Jr.’s Legacy  
 Co-sponsored with ALST and ENST 1/24/12 
 April Baptiste, Maureen Hays-Mitchell, Eliza Kent, Yuqiu Meng, Brian Moore & Paul Pinet 



 

 

By: Xavia Publius ’13 

 

http://takingrootfilm.com/




http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/56sess.htm
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/56sess.htm
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Dr. Dweck Teaches the ABCs 

By: Natalie George ’13 

 On March 5th, the Center for Womenõs Studies and the Colgate 
Bookstore hosted òThe ABCs of a Healthy Vaginaó event.  This particular 
discussion was led by Dr. Alyssa Dweck, co-author of V is for Vagina: 
Youõre A-to-Z Guide to Periods, Piercings, Pleasures, and So Much More.  
Dr. Dweck opened up the audience by showing humorous videos related to 
practicing safe sex, which were very well-received.  I was surprised by the 
number of men present; however, her son and co-authorõs daughter attend 
Colgate.  Nevertheless, the men were not afraid to ask questions regarding 
STIs and how to please their own partners.  Her book is extremely informa-
tive and no topic goes unanswered.  I suggest that everyone take a look at 
our copy and get the answers you need! 

Reflecting on Gina Velasco and the Mail Order Bride 
By: LGBT 220: Exploration in LGBTQ Studies 

 What are the relationships that exist between same-sex marriage rights 

and immigration policies in the US?  Is it really the case that African-American 

voters in California were largely responsible for the defeat of Proposition 8?  

What might be problematic about the often-heard phrase, òGay is the new 

Blackó?  These, and other questions, emerged in the March 22 lecture given by 

Gina Velasco, Assistant Professor of Women's and Gender Studies at Keene 

State College.  Her talk, òPerforming the Filipina ôMail-Order Brideõ: Queer 

Neoliberalism, Affective Labor, and Homonationalism,ó exposed and         

explored the complex dynamics that underscore intersectional considerations. 

 Among others, students in LGBT 220, Exploration in LGBTQ     

Studies, attended Professor Velascoõs talk.  In a subsequent classroom        

discussion, they focused on several essential aspects of her wide-ranging talk.  

Perhaps most compelling was the way that she queried the extent to which the fight for marriage equality is  

creating a form of homonormativity in the US.  In this context, homonormativity can be understood to be a  

socially acceptable form of homosexuality.   The satirical videos produced by the Filipina performance art group 

Mail  Order Brides and shown as part of the lecture drew attention to homonormative dynamics at work in  

pursuing same-sex marriage rights.  At the same time, these queer parodies highlighted aspects of consumerism,  

affective labor, and immigration policies that might otherwise be overlooked when discussing LGBTQ rights. 

 Professor Velasco encouraged her audience to move conversations beyond a framework of LGBTQ  

concerns.  Her talk invited the audience to think about queer responses that could challenge misconceptions or 

inclinations that frame questions of sexuality apart from considerations related to race, class, and socioeconomic 

status, to name only a few possibilities.  

The Mail Order Brides in òAlways a Brides-

maid, Never a Bride,ó one of the performances 

Velasco analyzed. 

Welcome, Val Brogan! 
Hello, my name is Valerie Brogan and I'm the newest Campus Safety Investigator.  I recently retired 
from the Onondaga County Sheriff's Office after twenty-four years of service.  For the past sixteen years, 

http://www.amazon.com/Vagina-Guide-Periods-Piercings-Pleasures/dp/1612430155
http://www.amazon.com/Vagina-Guide-Periods-Piercings-Pleasures/dp/1612430155


http://www.amazon.com/Yes-Means-Visions-Female-Without/dp/1580052576
http://www.amazon.com/What-You-Really-Want-Shame-Free/dp/1580053440
http://www.amazon.com/What-You-Really-Want-Shame-Free/dp/1580053440
http://www.swedishscene.com/2011/03/the-embassy-of-sweden-to-spons.html


http://hop.dartmouth.edu/performances/dartmouth-dance-theater-ensemble
http://hop.dartmouth.edu/performances/dartmouth-dance-theater-ensemble
http://hop.dartmouth.edu/performances/dartmouth-dance-theater-ensemble
http://hop.dartmouth.edu/performances/dartmouth-dance-theater-ensemble
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Senior Spotlight: Breanna Pendleton 

By: Renyelle Jiménez ’14 

Breanna Pendleton, senior from Olympia, Washington and overall 
rockstar, has made a considerable impact on our community while 
at Colgate.  When sheõs not busy being a SOAN superstar, you can 
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Be the Change: Reflecting on a Semester of Violence Prevention Activism  
By: Kimmie Garner, WMST Program Assistant 
 This semester has been full of movement and progression.  The Center continued to host a vibrant array of 
Brown Bags, off-campus speakers, and film screenings to large, inquisitive, and hungry crowds.  The primary work 
of our staff, interns, and regular Brown Bag attendees focused on sexual assault prevention initiatives, which  
characterize this semester as one of intense engagement and change.   
 Studentsõ activism following Brown Bags rose to a new level.  Following rape survivor Renee DeVestyõs 
Brown Bag presentation on April 10, students began discussing ways in which they could take immediate action 
regarding the lack of local SANE-trained nurses (Sexual Assault Nurse Examiners) in Hamilton and voice zero   
tolerance for rape and sexual assault.  As a result, the Positive Sexuality House and Theta Chi fraternity are in the 
process of having òZero Tolerance for Rapeó banners created to place outside of their living spaces and are        
requiring house members to sign agreements stating their commitment to be active bystanders and not commit or      
condone such acts. 
 This Brown Bag also coincided with the unveiling of Be the Change, a video project focused on sexual assault 
at Colgate.  Be the Change arose out of conversations with students about sexual violence prevention.  A committee 
comprised of cross-

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JdGMAVUnmMk

